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Simi Valley Man Sentenced to Prison for Killing His Father

VENTURA, Calif. — Ventura County District Attorney Erik Nasarenko announced today that
Gerardo Arroyo Almanza (DOB 04/23/89), of Simi Valley, was sentenced to 39 years 4 months to
life in state prison for the murder of his father, Alfredo Arroyo Sancen. Almanza previously pled
guilty on August 3, 2026, to second-degree murder and three counts of criminal threats against
additional family members. He also admitted to a prior strike offense and a special allegation for
the use of a weapon.

Family members provided victim impact statements to the court, including Jose Iglesias-Arroyo,

who spoke about the profound personal impact of the loss of his grandfather.

“To me this is not just a case or a headline, this is my grandfather, this is my family,” Iglesias-

Arroyo said.

On April 6, 2024, several of Almanza’s family members drove to his residence in Simi Valley to
check on his well-being. While they were near their vehicles parked across the street, Almanza ran
out of the house, confronted his family members with a knife and threatened to kill them. Almanza
chased his mother and father around a parked car. After catching his father and pinning him to the

ground, Almanza stabbed him several times.

As neighbors began to gather, Almanza ran from the area. An EMT-trained neighbor provided first
aid to Sancen before he was transported by emergency medical services to the hospital. Sancen
died at Los Robles Regional Medical Center. Simi Valley Police Department officers quickly arrived

on scene and arrested Almanza, who was hiding a block away from the crime scene.

On March 6, 2025, the court-appointed mental health expert determined that Almanza was

incompetent to stand trial. On October 6, 2025, Almanza was deemed competent for trial.
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Senior Deputy District Attorney Theresa Pollara, a member of the Ventura County District
Attorney’s Office Major Crimes Unit, prosecuted the case.

Case: 2024009178
Defendant Information:

Gerardo Arroyo Almanza (DOB 04/23/89)

Charges pled guilty to:
e PC187(a) — Murder in the 2" degree
e PC 422 (3 counts) — Criminal threats
Special allegations admitted:
e PC 12022(b)(1) — Use of deadly weapon
e PC667(e)(2)(A) — Two strikes
e PC 667S2FP — Strike 2 - foreign prior

The Ventura County District Attorney’s Office is the public prosecutor for the county’s 850,000 residents. The office employs approximately 300 employees including

attorneys, investigators, victim advocates, and professional support staff who strive to seek justice, ensure public safety, and protect the rights of crime victims.




