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Oxnard Man Convicted of Attempted Child Abduction by Forging Court Documents

VENTURA, Calif. — The Ventura County District Attorney’s Office announced today that

Jose Santos Villalobos (DOB 04/13/91), of Oxnard, was convicted by a jury on January 8, 2026, for
attempting to steal his child with forged legal documents. Villalobos was found guilty of felony
attempted child abduction, filing false or forged documents, forgery, and misdemeanor disobeying
a domestic relations court order. Following the verdict, the court found true the aggravating factor
that the manner in which the crime was carried out indicates planning, sophistication, or

professionalism.

On September 6, 2024, Villalobos claimed he had been granted temporary custody of his daughter
following an emergency court hearing and attempted to take custody using court documents he
presented to law enforcement and the District Attorney’s Office. The documents were later
determined to be forged, and the judge identified on the forms confirmed he never signed or

approved them.

Deputy District Attorney Cesar Ponce, a member of the Ventura County District Attorney’s Office

Domestic Violence Unit, prosecuted the case.

“This case involved a calculated effort to deceive law enforcement and our office by fabricating
judicial authority,” Mr. Ponce said. “The verdict makes clear that such conduct will not be tolerated,

especially when a child’s safety is at stake.”

Villalobos is scheduled to be sentenced on February 6, 2026, at 8:30 a.m. in courtroom 45 of the
Ventura County Superior Court. He remains out of custody pending sentencing and faces a

maximum of four years and two months in state prison.
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Case: 2024025038
Defendant Information:
Jose Santos Villalobos (DOB 04/13/91)

Oxnard

Charges convicted of:

PC 664/278 — Attempted child abduction
PC 115(a) — File false or forged instrument
PC 470(d) — Forgery
PC 273.6(a) — Disobeying domestic relations court order
Special allegations found true:
e CRC 4.421(a)(8) — The manner in which the crime was carried out indicates planning, sophistication, or
professionalism.

The Ventura County District Attorney’s Office is the public prosecutor for the county’s 850,000 residents. The office employs approximately 300 employees including

attorneys, investigators, victim advocates, and professional support staff who strive to seek justice, ensure public safety, and protect the rights of crime victims.




